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“First, think. Second, dream. 
Third, believe. And finally, dare.”

— Walt Disney, 1901–1966
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   Jerry Morse knew he wasn’t going to 
Disney World for a vacation.
   Morse, a Life Skills Coach at BrickWays 
(and an avid Disney fan), thought of the 
Disney Dream trip as “a mission.”
   “We were there to help out BrickWays 
mission,” he said. “It was about making 
people’s dream vacations happen.”
   And they did. The 15 clients who traveled 
to DisneyWorld in Orlando, Fla., in May are 
still over the moon about the trip. And the 
staff is still over the moon about the social 
benefits they’ve seen.
   It wasn’t all about rides and air travel and 
shopping and swimming pools — although 
those things were cited as top memories. 
The trip also proved to the Disney 
Dreamers that they can do things they 
might not have imagined themselves doing.
   One group went on a ride (inocuously 
named “Seven Dwarfs”) that ended up 
being pretty scary. There were tears and 
screams and scared people, but now, 
Morse says, they can laugh about it and 
in fact, gobbled up the pictures from the 

experiences at our post-trip picture swap. 
The concilatory ice cream afterwards 
probably helped, too.
   The five-day trip — two days of travel and 
three days at DisneyWorld — was the result 
of almost two years’ worth of planning 
and fundraising. Each traveler needed 
$1,500 to cover flights, lodging and food, 
plus personal spending money. Multiple 
planning meetings were held, including one 
where a few clients practiced boarding a 
plane arranged by WestWind. Staff worked 
hard to prepare the travelers for new 
experiences, such as security checks at the 
airport, Florida heat and crowds.
   “Of all the 8 million things that could be a 
disaster, none of them materialized,” said 
Susan Onan-Swartz, executive director of 
BrickWays and one of five staff members 
who made the trip. “The things they learned 
— the navigating, the stress, the coping 
skills, the patience — these are now things 
they know they can do.”
   That boost in confidence is huge in so 
many ways. There are at least three people 

planning a trip back to Disney — on their 
own. Abe Haack came back and got his 
driver’s license the very next day. And Abe  
and Chris Oprych moved into Mark’s House 
shortly after their return.
   Helping relate new things to known things 
helped a lot, too. One client was scared on 
a virtual reality ride until it was pointed out 
it was “just like PlayStation 4.” Needless to 
say, he had a blast.
   “I don’t usually work with the clients 
one-on-one,” said Kathy Nowak, BrickWays 
Finance Manager, who was nervous as 
well before the trip. “It was the most 
educational experience I’ve ever had.” She 
was especially excited to see the growth in 
John over the course of the trip. “He talks 
now!” 
   The bonds and friendships people had 
before the trip have deepened, Onan-
Swartz said. Even people who fought 
constantly at home were able to stay civil 
throughout the trip. 
   As for favorite memories, well, keep 
reading. Amber, below, is pretty proud of 
her own bravery. “I didn’t know I could do 
the Haunted Mansion,” she said. “I was 
scared — but I liked it!”

Amber in the amber light.

Jerry Morse, front left, and Chris Oprych, front right, and John Burgess, back right, 
enjoying the Aerosmith Rock ‘n’ Rollercoaster.



   Betsy was so taken with the Avatar 
ride she created this beautiful artwork 
after she got home — and gifted it to 
BrickWays. The ride is a virtual reality 
experience that almost everyone fell in 
love with.
   Betsy also loved visiting the coun-
tries at Epcot. “It was like traveling 
the world without traveling around 
the world.” Each country exhibit was 
staffed by people from that country, 
like Norwegians at the Norway exhib-
it, she said. She also adored the rain-
forest at Animal Kingdom. “My inner 
scientist was coming out!” she said. “I 
took pictures of everything.”
   Betsy learned more about her in-
ner strengths and limits, she said. “I 
learned that, in certain situations, I 
can stay out of my house longer — 
but I learned my limits.” Just weeks 
prior to the trip, some people were 
advising her against going, thinking 
she couldn’t handle it because of past 
experiences. She did absolutely great 
on the trip and knows now that she is 
not defined by her past. 
   “I loved watching the people interact 
with each other.”
   As for tips for other Disney adven-
turers, Betsy recommends saving up 
lots of money, be prepared for lots of 
walking and “if you have a chance to 
go — GO!”

OH, THE MEMORIES!

   Carol was a big fan of the rides — and the shopping!    
Carol especially loved anything to do with “Finding 
Nemo” and “Frozen” — and there was a lot!
   On our last night we were at DisneyWorld, a group 
headed to Downtown Disney, a shopping area with just 
about everything you can imagine for our second shop-
ping event of the trip. We moved from store to store, 
and, as the evening progressed, the stores were closing 
behind us. The last store was a hat store that stayed 
open because we were buying so much!
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DISNEY DREAMERS

   Linda got pretty freaked out on a roller-coaster — and got through it! 
“But I’m never going on a roller-coaster again,” she said with a laugh. 
A couple of the rides were overwhelming, she said, but the shopping 
was grand. Her favorite thing? The Mickey Mouse ears.
   And her advice for other Disney travelers is on point: Don’t wander 
off. Also, stay calm and be polite.
   “Florida is too hot for me,” she said.
   She’s also pleased with how close she’s gotten with the other travel-
ers because they took a trip together.

   Brady’s ear-to-ear grin pretty much 
sums up his Disney experience. But wait, 
there’s more ...
   “I almost beat up a ghost!” he said. “It 
was hitching a ride with us in the Haunted 
Mansion.”
   The Toy Story adventure also was fun 
because “you can shoot things,” he said.
   It was Brady’s first time on a plane and 
“I liked it!” He said Florida was too hot 
for him and he’ll probably never go on a 
roller-coaster again, but “everyone had a 
good time; everyone was well-behaved.”

KRISTY

   “I didn’t think — and 
others didn’t think — that 
I could do the whole trip,” 
said Kristy. “But I did!”
   Kristy was pretty nervous 
about flying but “the TV 
screen on the plane helped 
distract us.”
   Her favorite thing was 
shopping, followed close-
ly by “time together with 
everyone.” She said the 
food was “just OK” and 
she’s glad to be home, but 
would take the trip again in 
a heartbeat.

NIKKI

   “I just had so much fun hanging out with my friends,” said 
Nikki. She’d been to DisneyWorld before, as a child, but 
thought she got more out of this trip.
   “I found out I’m not afraid of heights — I’m not afraid of any 
rides!”
   Nikki said the staff was very helpful — and fun!



   We never could have made our Disney 
Dream trip without the help of our gen-
erous donors. Thank you so much! And 
they continue to give, not just mone-
tarily, but educationally and inspiration-
ally. Don and Susan Schmuckal are big  
supporters of BrickWays and of expe-
riental learning, and loved the impact 
the Disney trip had on the clients. They 
want to see more! Don has a teaching 
degree and worked as a Vista in Alas-
ka, where he helped kids learn about 

cooking, the outdoors, small engine 
repair and more — all by doing. “It’s so 
important,” he said. Susan agreed: “It’s 
not something everyone gets but it’s 
so necessary.”
   She also emphasized BrickWays’ mis-
sion as “a necessary part of Traverse 
City’s growth.”
   “You hear about cancer, kids, the 
environment. But how often do you 
talk about adults with disabilities?” she 
said.

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP — See all our Disney donors at Brickways.org
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Dance & Donate!

BrickWays is one of the charities in this fall’s 
High Impact Productions Swingshift and the 
Stars Million Dollar Challenge!  

The goal:  raise enough money to break ground 
for “Sandy’s Fairway” in 2018. A lovely, 
wooded setting on Rennie Hill Rd., its proximity 
to the TART trail, shopping, and T.C. community 
make it appealing for low to moderate individu-
als or families seeking affordable housing.  The 
site is approved for up to six multi-family homes 
built with quality construction and efficient de-
sign. Occupancy preferences will be BrickWays 
current tenants, persons with disabilities, veter-
ans, homeless and the elderly. 

“This is an incredible opportunity to fund 
Sandy’s Fairway,” says Foundation President 
Beth Footh. “Sandy’s Fairway will truly in-
tegrate adults with disabilities within our 
community who should be able to live 
next door to someone without a 
disability.”

Wednesday, August 30  Kirkbride Hall 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Kick Up Your Heels with Night Moves Social Dance owners & 
instructors Mel and Nancy Kiogima   
$15 Door to benefit BrickWays, Special Olympics, 
Peace Ranch 
 • Small plates • Cash bar 

Friday, September 29  Right Brain Brewery 
6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Live Music by JEN SYGIT Singer, Songwriter & Host of Eclecti-
cana 89.7fm WLNZ Lansing, MI
Silent Auction • Craft beers to benefit BrickWays 

Friday, December 15  City Opera House 
6:30 — 9:00 p.m.  Swingshift and the Stars!
4-6 p.m.“Olives & Wine” reception sponsors & 
ticket holders  
6:30-9 p.m. Dance benefit - everyone! 

Also buy Bonobo Winery $10 wine certificates all season long - 50% 
of proceeds go to the cause!  Or become a Platinum, Gold or Silver 
Sponsor!  Call BrickWays 231-932-9030 

935 Barlow Street

Traverse City, MI 49686

Help us save postage $$ - send us your email 

and get the newsletter electronically! 

Like us on facebook!  www.brickways.org

Mark your  
calendars now 
for a fun-filled fall! 

Current Resident or

   Peter Oleszczuk grew up 
with a friend who had “special 
abilities” and it continues to 
motivate him to ensure every-
one has independence. “To 
drive your own destiny is how 
you define who you are,” he 
said. 
   He, too, is a big supporter of 
experiences like the Disney 
Dream trip, not only for the 
fun and adventure, but for the 

experiences and the indepen-
dence that everyone gains.
   “If you don’t have indepen-
dence, you experience life how 
others want you to. We need 
to allow people in our society 
who would have been at a 
disadvantage to live a life like 
everyone else. As a human, 
you have the ability to define 
who you are.” Peter and Alicia Oleszczuk


