
Footh is talking about Sandy’s FairWay, 
BrickWays’ housing project that will benefit 
from funds raised by B.B. Brick’s Dec. 15 dance 
at High Impact Productions Swingshift and the 
Stars Million Dollar Challenge. 

“It’s no longer just a vision. Even now, final 
plans are being drawn up,” says Footh. 

When Westwind Construction was first 
approached about helping BrickWays increase 
and improve their housing options, Peter 
Oleszczuk, vice president of construction, 
didn’t hesitate to jump on board. 

BrickWays’ mission is close to his heart. He had 
already worked with a similar organization in 
Grand Haven, where Westwind got its start. 

Oleszczuk, son of the founder of the 40-year-
old company, was born and raised next door 
to a neighbor and friend who had a family 
member with special needs.

 “She was high functioning, but limited in what 
society expected she could do,” he says of his 
friend’s sister.

 “I am passionate about the cause,” says 
Oleszczuk. “I believe all people should be 
given a chance to live life independently and in 
community no matter what their ability.”

That is why Westwind, now expanded into the 
Traverse City area, has taken on drawing up 
realistic construction plans for BrickWays. 

“They haven’t charged us for any of their 
management or consultation,” says Footh. 
“This project wouldn’t be feasible if we paid 
commercial rates.” 

“We want to help them get all their pre-
construction ducks in a row with limited 
expense,” says Oleszczuk. Such support is 
critical for success.

Another company that has gotten behind 
BrickWays is Team Elmer’s, an excavating 
company started in Traverse City, but, like 
Westwind, now grown to cover much of 
Michigan. 

“We appreciate partnering with BrickWays 
and helping an underserved population. It’s 
humbling,” says Tonya Wildfong, Team Elmer’s 
communications director. “BrickWays is doing 
wonderful work.”

The company was purchased by Wildfong’s 
father “Butch” Broad in 1977 when founder 
Elmer Schaub retired. The three grown Broad 
children now run the company. Wildfong 
says they came to know BrickWays in 2013 
when approached for their help building a 
handicap ramp for one of Brickways existing 
CLC homes.  In 2014, Team Elmer’s donated 
$5,000 worth of materials and labor toward 
building a driveway for Sandy’s Fairway. That 
same year, Tonya’s brother, Troy Broad, now 
company president of Team Elmer’s, danced 
at a Swingshift fundraiser. Although he won 
dancing for another nonprofit, he got to know 
Footh who danced for BrickWays. They stayed 
in touch. 

“Team Elmer’s really believes in what we’re 
doing.” says Footh. “Here we are, together again.” 

“It’s interesting how things keep coming up 
for a reason. It’s definitely a blessing,” says 
Wildfong of the opportunities that keep 
bringing us together. 

“More than partners, they’re friends,” says 
Susan Onan-Swartz, BrickWays executive 
director, of the relationship that has developed 
with Team Elmer’s and Westwind. 

“I’ve said to them, we could not do this without 
you. They get that and have kind of wrapped 
their arms around us,” says Footh.

NEWSLETTER
“To get the full value of joy, you must have someone to divide it with.” — Mark Twain

“Dancing with the feet is one thing; 
dancing with the heart is another.”

— Anonymous

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 

OLIVES & WINE
Reception sponsors & ticket holders 

Call 932-2030, Ext. 221 for tickets
4:00-6:00 PM

CITY OPERA HOUSE 
Swingshift and the Stars! 

6:30-9:00 PM

BrickWays is one of the charities in the 2017 
Million Dollar Challenge. 

Reaching our $50,000 goal will allow 
BrickWays to break ground on Sandy’s 

Fairway in 2018. 

Join the fun and pledge your support at the 
City Opera House as B.B. Brick dances for 

the cause.

ABOVE
BrickWays Swingshift star, B.B. Brick
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UPCOMING EVENTS

“THERE IS MOMENTUM 
AND IT’S GOING TO HAPPEN.” 

— BRICKWAYS FOUNDATION BOARD 
PRESIDENT BETH FOOTH

 “I AM PASSIONATE ABOUT THE CAUSE.”
— PETER OLESZCZUK

935 Barlow Street 
Traverse City, MI 49686

 231.932.9030
www.brickways.org



BRICKWAYS: INSIDE AND OUT…

SANDY’S FAIRWAY

The homes under BrickWays management look like any other on their streets: quiet and well kept. 
Anyone passing by would hardly realize all that’s going on, within and without! And that it is our 

generous donors — big and small — who make so many life-changing happenings possible. Activities 
are either free or low cost to clients because donors to the Activity Fund help offset the expense.

Summer’s not lazy, but come Labor Day things kick into higher gear. BrickWays’ sewing 
circle meets all year but it has grown so much that it was recently split into two. Julie 
Murray, who does “a little bit of everything” for BrickWays, started the circle to help a 
TRAILS client who wanted to learn to sew. Attendees learn how to mend clothes, sew on 
buttons, make pillows, use sewing machines and more. There are plans to make clothing 
and holiday gifts. Murray’s original seamstress now mentors others as her own skill — 
and confidence — grows.

Tuesday evenings will find a number BrickWays residents coming together for dinner at 
the Community Living Center on Barlow Street. Residents live independently in small 
efficiencies, so the weekly community meal is an organized opportunity to interact and 
have a family-style meal. Although Murray makes the meal, clients help clean up, sweep 
the floor, set and clear tables. “Everyone pitches in,” says Murray.

SEW HAPPY HEARTS CLUB: 

COMMUNITY MEAL:

Sandy’s Fairway was named after the wife of the 
original donor who made purchase of the property 
possible.

 “The check came in on my mother’s birthday,” says 
local RE/MAX Realtor Bob Brick, BrickWays founder 
Mary Jean Brick’s son, of that initial donation. 

Located off Rennie Street, the build site sits close 
to the TART trail, shopping, transportation and the 
Traverse City community. 

It’s been approved for up to six multiplex units 
ultimately. The design will be a sixplex —hosting two 
studios, two one-bedroom and two two-bedroom 
apartments. Quality construction and an efficient 
design will make for a small, low-impact footprint, a 
Westwind specialty. 

In addition to the help with costs provided by 
companies like Westwind and Elmer’s, raising enough 
to build without taking on huge loans or government 
assistance is key to making it affordable for a variety 
of potential residents. 

“We want it to be an integrated environment; not just for persons with 
disabilities,” says Susan Onan-Swartz, BrickWays executive director. 

Occupancy preferences will be BrickWays current residents, persons with 
disabilities, veterans, the homeless and elderly, as well as low- to middle-
income families. “Everything done is meant to be more inclusive,” says 
Beth Footh, President of the Foundation.

After a summer hiatus, the phenomenally popular drum circle started again in 
September. Meeting once a month, drum circle consistently attracts 15-20 participants. 
September’s group had both returnees and newcomers. “I use the drum circle as a 
tool to let clients express themselves — and to just have fun in a group activity.” says 
facilitator Dede Alder. “There’s a lot of research that shows how group music helps with 
brain development.” When asked afterward how they feel, participants used words like 
“free,” “proud,” “relaxed,” “more active,” “joyful” and “happy.”

DRUM CIRCLE:



A trip to Avalanche Bay Indoor Waterpark in Boyne City is an 
example of one-time adventures also designed for clients. 
Five staff and 18 clients loaded into three BrickWays vans 
one beautiful October morning. Everyone was responsible for 
bringing a lunch, two drinks, a bathing suit and a respectful 
attitude. People were mixed and matched in a buddy system for 
safety and to encourage more social interaction. It was good 
practice for a trip to Disney World planned for 2019!

On Saturday, October 14, BrickWays was one of the sponsors 
for Family Farm Day at Peace Ranch. Activities included 

carriage rides, pumpkin decorating, face painting, and more. 
The Traverse Area Track Club sponsored a race in the morning. 
Many of the families of the track club members joined the 
runners later for fun as did BrickWays clients … allowing a 
natural setting in which to mingle. It offered a change of pace 
from the usual weekend of housework and laundry, grocery 
shopping and library trips, said weekend staffer Rose Martin, 
who brought the ladies from the College Park residence. 
Although one of the few colder days this fall, the camaraderie 
was warm, welcoming and inclusive to all. Clients who were shy 
in other settings, were much less so there.

OTHER NEWS

“Do a loony-goony dance, ‘Cross the kitchen floor, Put something silly in the world, That ain’t been there before.” 

Shel Silverstein, A Light in the Attic

Many of Brickways clients have autism, developmental disabilities or 
other challenges. The above activities as well as weekly trips to Peace 
Ranch and Planet Fitness offer opportunities for therapeutic fun and 
interaction. Each one also teaches and provides a safe, supervised, 

milieu to practice essential life skills.

Aside from money, it takes people to make the programs under 
BrickWays work: hard-working staff, board members, clients, family 
members and community volunteers pitch in when and where 
needed and able. 

Sub sale: Every year, Beki (née Brick) and Mont Reed and Oleson 
Food Stores donate all the supplies for BrickWays’ annual sub sale. 
A diverse group gathers at CLC to make hundreds of subs. Fast and 
efficient volunteer drivers make deliveries before noon for larger 
orders.  Best of all, 100% of the $1,500 plus raised goes to the 
Activity Fund. 

Cleanup: Keeping up with home repairs and other tasks is never-
ending. Thankfully, many area businesses and individuals take 
BrickWays under their wing. Huntington and Chemical Bank 
employees were some of those who volunteered many hours this 
fall to paint, wash windows, and assist with other needed home 
maintenance at BrickWays residences.

VOLUNTEERS

“Giving is the master key to success, in all 
applications of life.” 

— Bryant McGill, author, motivational speaker



FOUNDATION
Invests money for the long-term growth 
and support of BrickWays, including 
operations, construction of projects, and 
fund-matching for large projects.

Beth Footh, President
Pete Currie
John Sonnemann
BJ Brick
Bob Brick
Karen Wiand 
Dennis Wiand

STAFF
Susan Onan-Swartz, Exexcutive Director
Nancy Kollhoff 
Janet Brzezinski
Shawn Carrier 
Kathy Nowak
Danielle Flaska 
Meredith Gafill
Maggie Deuell 
Julie Murray
Sherry Opper 
Jerry Morse
Sally Woodward 
Jody Cascagnett
Rose Martin 
Susan Wilson
Michele Money 
Lynn Morton

MANAGEMENT CORPORATION
Manages housing, programs, services

Heidi Gustine - President
Marie Charbonneau - Vice President
John Sonnemann - Treasurer
Ashley Wahl - Secretary
Jim Rossi
Kathy Britten
BJ Brick
Beth Footh, Former Board President 
and Current Foundation Board President

GIVE SHELTER. GIVE SERVICES. GIVE AN EXPERIENCE.


