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   Couples hold weddings and plan 
honeymoons there. Parents take children 
before they can even walk. For some it’s an 
annual vacation destination. And for first-
timers, it’s a sense-stirring adventure like 
no other: it’s not called the Magic Kingdom 
for naught.
   Yet visiting a Disney theme park is surely 
something most Americans (and even 
non-Americans) take for granted they will 
do these days, probably more than once in 
a lifetime.
   Not so for the majority of BrickWays’ 
clients. 
   “I’ve never been out of Michigan. I’ve 
never been anywhere. I’ve never flown,” 
says 29-year-old BrickWays College Park 
resident Linda M.
   The farthest 24-year-old CLC resident 
Abe H. has traveled was to Cedar Point for 
the first time last year. 
   “I loved the rides!” says Abe.

   Even 30-something Erin D. who grew up in 
California and recalls a visit to Disney Land 
when she was small is excited. 
   “It’s like a fantasy. I think it’s just a magical, 

wonderful, experience,” says the CLC 
resident.
   These are three of the more than a dozen 
(16 at last count) clients and residents who 
are working hard to save for BrickWays’ 
planned spring 2019 trip to Disney World in 
Orlando, Fla. They will travel by van down to 
Detroit to fly out on Monday, May 6, 2019, 
spend five days at a Disney Resort hotel, 
visit three theme parks of choice in groups 
of four clients and one staff, spend one of 
their days relaxing at the hotel, visit Disney 
Springs (formerly Downtown Disney), then 
fly back to Michigan.
   “We are calling it the ‘Disney Dream 
Trip,’” says Susan Onan-Swartz, BrickWays 
executive director. “Most of these 
individuals never even thought this was 
something they would ever be able to do.”
   Onan-Swartz went down in May to fine-
tune the necessary details, adding an 
extra staff person as a backup and float as 

needed, as a result. The trip, she says, is so 
much more than just fun in the sun.
   “This hands-on experience fast tracks 
many social skills our clients may lack 

or find challenging, that can cause them 
to feel isolated and left out. We believe 
this venture will culminate in marked 
improvement in their ability to interact 
in a community environment,” she says. 
“Clients will be learning safety, travel, 
manners, self-control and other skills from 
August right through the trip.”  
   In one example, Westwind Construction, 
a partner on the Sandy’s Fairway building 
project, has offered the use of their plane 
for a trip to the 
airport and a trial 
run through the 
various on-the-
ground aspects of 
plane travel.
   On the financial front, each client must 
raise $1,500 for the trip, with a $300 non-
refundable deposit that was due July 16. 
   Many trip participants attended the 
annual spring beer pairing at Boone’s 
Long Lake Inn to share what this dream-
trip opportunity means to them and offer 
thanks for donor support. The response 

Abe cooking for at our 4th of July BBQ.

We are enjoying a multitude of benefits from our regular yoga practice.
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was heartening, raising over $6,000 toward 
the trip (additional donations were made 
for Sandy’s Fairway, Kelley Street house 
expenses and social learning experiences for 
BrickWays clients).
   A fundraising yard sale at the CLC house 
over the Memorial Day weekend brought 
in just over $2,000 and another sale is 
planned for Saturday, Aug. 18. Clients and 
staff worked many hours before, during 
and after the first sale. Clients assisted 
shoppers by carrying purchased items to cars, 
moving countless bins and boxes for setup 
beforehand and cleaning up at the end. Those 
hours were counted and earned them funds 
to be put toward the individual cost of the trip.
   Precision Cares granted 
$1,000 and Chemical Bank 
$3,000 to the activity fund 
to support social learning 
and the Disney trip.
   While most clients are 
making great strides 
toward making the Disney 
Dream Trip come true 
by working hard, saving 
pennies and so on, there are a few who may 
not make it without a little extra help. 

   BrickWays 
is asking 
individuals and 
businesses 
to consider 
sponsoring 
individuals 
identified as the 
most in need. 
Full sponsorship 
would cover the 
$1,500 cost of 
the trip. Partial 
sponsorships 
of $1,000 
and $500 are 
also available. 
Full sponsors 
will have the 
opportunity to 
be interviewed 
for a front-page article in an upcoming 
newsletter, says Onan-Swartz, and all 
sponsors will receive active promotional 
thanks during the trip. That aspect should not 
be downplayed or dismissed, she says.
   “The individuals who are being sponsored 
are also being taught how important it is 

to recognize and appreciate when people 
help you, especially with something of this 
magnitude.”
   Sponsors will gain something else too — a 
chance to share the excitement of a first-
time visit to the “magical world of Disney,” to 
see it once again through fresh, excited eyes. 

Our weekly bike club ride at the mouth of the Boardman River.
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Pulitzer prize-winning author Eileen McNamara took time out 
of her busy April visit to the Traverse City area to tour 

BrickWays CLC house on Barlow Street. She 
was in town as that month’s speaker for the 
Writer’s Workshop, which BrickWays helped 
sponsor. McNamara’s book “Eunice,” about 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver, was listed by 
Brilliant Books as their No. 1 nonfiction, hard-
cover seller (Record-Eagle, April 10, 2018).  
Often overlooked in the shadows of her more 
famous brothers, Kennedy Shriver fought for 
the rights of the handicapped and established 

the Special Olympics. As the visiting McNamara observed 
BrickWays first-ever yoga class, peeked at one of the  
resident’s living space, moved through the common areas including the newly and cozily remodeled corner that 
once housed a med station, and met staff, her comment said it all: “You really are living out Eunice’s vision.”

AUTHOR OF ‘EUNICE’ AT NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES

From left, BrickWays Foundation board member Beth 
Footh, author Eileen McNamara and Anne Stanton, 
executive director of the National Writers Series.

Sponsor a Disney Dreamer!
$1,500 pays for one client’s costs for a trip to Disney World!

You’ll have the opportunity to be featured in an upcoming 
newsletter, and all sorts of promotional exposure 

before, during and after the trip.
Partial sponsorships of $1,000 and $500 are also available.

Call Susan, 932-9030, to make a difference!



   “Abe is always very helpful. He’s always willing to do 
whatever it takes,” says BrickWays TRAILS staff member 
Michelle, who has worked with Abe and is one of several 
staff accompanying clients on the Disney trip.
   “The challenge is keeping up with him,” she says. “He’s 
everywhere and wants to know everything.”
   The 24-year-old Abe moved into BrickWays CLC when it 
was adult foster-care after a childhood filled with traumat-
ic events. Both his parents are deceased, his biological sib-
lings scattered. He experiences understandable anxiety at 
times, and has trouble making eye contact and staying still 
but is articulate and friendly and a hard worker. His smile is 
warm and charming.
   Abe is thriving in his CLC apartment with the assistance 
of staff like Michelle helping him learn new skills. Julie 
Murray, executive administrative assistant and also a 
Community Living Support (CLS) staff, taught him to use 
the BBQ grill. Abe took the reins on the Fourth of July this 
summer, showing independence, competence and respon-
sibility.
   He works, emptying trash and recycling bins at the Grand 

Traverse Commons, but that income is limited.
   “He doesn’t have a lot extra,” says Murray.
    Still, Abe says he is putting away $25 a week as he is 
able. BrickWays has extended his deadline for the deposit. 
   Abe is most nervous about the crowds he’ll face.
   “I’m getting better,” he says. At the time of this interview 
he planned on joining the crowds at the National Cherry 
Festival to watch the Blue Angels.
   What is he most excited about?
   “Riding the roller coasters at Magic Kingdom: the fast 
ones!” he says.
   If you would like to share the thrill of Abe’s first Disney 
ride by being his sponsor, contact BrickWays.

   Fevers, resulting seizures and hearing loss and growing 
up in an unsafe environment with poor parenting are the 
challenges 29-year-old Linda M. has survived. Once she 
came to BrickWays she flourished so well in adult foster 
care that she was able to move in to BrickWays’ College 
Park residence last year. Linda shares this private home 
with five other women and the staff — people like Michelle 
— who work with her to continue to improve life skills like 
laundry care, shopping and budgeting.
   Linda is a very social person. 
   “She gets along well with others,” says Julie Murray. 
   Michelle says Linda takes care of and watches out for 
others which will be an asset on the trip. 
   “I’m a little nervous about flying,” says Linda when asked 
about challenges. She is sensitive to noise and may be 
uncomfortable during changes in cabin pressure due to her 

ear problems. She’s practicing deliberately swallowing or 
pretending to chew since she can’t have gum.
   But Linda and the staff are confident she can handle her-
self if properly prepared.
   She had a hard time deciding what she most looked for-
ward to. She would like to take one of the classes Disney 
offers that shows visitors how to draw a selected charac-
ter, with an end result they can take home.
   “I know how to draw Mickey Mouse,” she says. She’s 
working now on Donald Duck.
   “Linda is a very talented artist,” says Murray. “We have 
a couple of her paintings hanging in the CLC house. It just 
comes naturally to her.”
   Linda works two jobs — one with Grand Traverse Indus-
tries and the other housekeeping for Sugar Beach resort. 
The income has reduced her government assistance, how-
ever. Unlike some she has no back up family support and 
a guardian manages her affairs. Still she tries to put away 
$20 a week from her limited spending money toward the 
dream trip.
   “It’s a good activity to save up. It shows me I can,” says 
Linda.
   As with Abe, BrickWays has extended the deposit dead-
line for Linda. If you would like to sponsor Linda, contact 
BrickWays.
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DISNEY DREAMERS
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   Although BrickWays will not build 
on Sandy’s Fairway in 2018, we will 
do everything needed to make that 
happen in 2019, according to exec-
utive director Susan Onan-Swartz. 
The township has granted R3 zoning 
approval, which permits building 
multi-family units such as apart-
ments or condominiums.
   “We’re now thinking three six-
unit buildings. That’s staying a little 

soft, but will keep the whole project 
aligned with the aesthetics we are 
seeking,” says Onan-Swartz. 
   Project leader Westwind Construc-
tion’s Peter Oleszczuk is putting 
together realistic financial numbers 
for the build along with a site devel-
opment plan that will be presented 
informally to the township for review 
before going further with the steps 
and costs of a formal review. 

   “The next year we will be focusing 
on the details: whether the communi-
ty will get behind us, how the houses 
are going to look, raising the funds,” 
says Onan-Swartz. We continue to 
work at developing building architec-
ture that promotes BrickWays entire 
point of the project, she says: “Fos-
tering interaction while creating a 
community with high-quality, afford-
able housing for all people.”

GIVE SHELTER. GIVE SERVICES. GIVE AN EXPERIENCE.

UPDATE ON SANDY’S FAIRWAY
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Dance & Donate!

BrickWays is one of the charities in this fall’s 
High Impact Productions Swingshift and the 
Stars Million Dollar Challenge!  

The goal:  raise enough money to break ground 
for “Sandy’s Fairway” in 2018. A lovely, 
wooded setting on Rennie Hill Rd., its proximity 
to the TART trail, shopping, and T.C. community 
make it appealing for low to moderate individu-
als or families seeking affordable housing.  The 
site is approved for up to six multi-family homes 
built with quality construction and efficient de-
sign. Occupancy preferences will be BrickWays 
current tenants, persons with disabilities, veter-
ans, homeless and the elderly. 

“This is an incredible opportunity to fund 
Sandy’s Fairway,” says Foundation President 
Beth Footh. “Sandy’s Fairway will truly in-
tegrate adults with disabilities within our 
community who should be able to live 
next door to someone without a 
disability.”

Wednesday, August 30  Kirkbride Hall 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Kick Up Your Heels with Night Moves Social Dance owners & 
instructors Mel and Nancy Kiogima   
$15 Door to benefit BrickWays, Special Olympics, 
Peace Ranch 
 • Small plates • Cash bar 

Friday, September 29  Right Brain Brewery 
6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Live Music by JEN SYGIT Singer, Songwriter & Host of Eclecti-
cana 89.7fm WLNZ Lansing, MI
Silent Auction • Craft beers to benefit BrickWays 

Friday, December 15  City Opera House 
6:30 — 9:00 p.m.  Swingshift and the Stars!
4-6 p.m.“Olives & Wine” reception sponsors & 
ticket holders  
6:30-9 p.m. Dance benefit - everyone! 

Also buy Bonobo Winery $10 wine certificates all season long - 50% 
of proceeds go to the cause!  Or become a Platinum, Gold or Silver 
Sponsor!  Call BrickWays 231-932-9030 

935 Barlow Street

Traverse City, MI 49686

Help us save postage $$ - send us your email 

and get the newsletter electronically! 

Like us on facebook!  www.brickways.org

Mark your  
calendars now 
for a fun-filled fall! 
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